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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_.
101-1261 31 May 1990 Washington, D C
It was the only war in which
MEMORIAL DAY. A special time for honoring the women and men who have given their
lives in defense of our nation is not something that simply was proclaimed by a
long-ago President or by the Congress. It was an idea that grew) slowly at first,
in the years soon after the Civil War, which ended in 1865. This was perhaps the
most heartbreaking struggle America has ever known.
Americans intentionally killed each other.
In many small towns in the North and the South, especially at the cemeteries
near great battlefields, volunteer groups began decorating the graves with spring
flowers. In most cases, the graves of both the Confederate and Union forces were
so honored. "Decoration Day," as it was known then became so popular throughout
the country that General John A. Logan, the chief military officer at the time,
proclaimed May 30, 1868, as the official time to hold such ceremonies allover the
country. This remained the date until 1971, when Congress passed the "Monday Holiday
Law" and moved Memorial Day to the last Monday in May.
While Memorial Day is a holiday weekend, and a time for many events, such as
the ceremonies themselves, picnics, barbecues, auto races and going to the beach,
I hope that all of us can take a moment to offer up a prayer that world peace--such
as we have--will continue and that never again will we have to add to our list of
fallen heroes of the past.
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POTHOLES AND POLITICS. If you think that you are seeing more than the usual number
of dented hubcaps beside the road and more cars lurching around with broken springs
and shock absorbers, believe me, you are not imagining it! One of the problems,
of course, is that our country's infrastructure--or roads, highways and bridges--once
the marvels of the world, have become very old. What with the effects of weather,
rust, metal fatigue and heavy use over decades, they are literally crumbling away.
This not only is an expensive and inconvenient situation for motorists, trains,
mass transporters and truckers, it is downright dangerous! The other day I read
in one of our Valley newspapers about a suddenly appearing, huge pothole that almost
devoured a youngster on his way to school.
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According to a report from the General Accounting Office, the "watchdog" agency
for Congress, the percentage of highways in this country that can be called "good"
has decreased from 61 percent in 1981 to 57 percent in 1989. In a nation that is
seriously contemplating putting men on Mars J it is shameful that we cannot seem
to keep our vital highways in better repair.
Another reason for this increasingly serious problem, according to the GAO,
money for major road repairs.
is ironic. In 1976, an act passed by Congress provided the states with Federal
However, in 1981, the act was modified to allow the
This meantstates to use Federal money to widen highway lanes and to add lanes.
that there was less Federal highway money for necessary road repairs.
In South Texas we are doing fairly well, thanks to our State Department of
Highways and Public Transportation. I want to commend our District Engineers and
all their crews for the excellent work they do.
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AJICIIOKS AWEIGH. Earlier this month saw a proud moment for the de la Garza
Family. Secretary of the Navy H. Lawrence Garrett, III, invited my wife, Lucille,
to christen the ocean surveillance ship VIC'IOIllOOS at its launching in Morgan City,
Louisiana. This is the U.S. Navy's newest submarine hunter and it is of a
revolutionary twin-hulled design. I was the keynote speaker and our daughter, Angela
D. Farias, served as Lucille's matron of honor.
Since I was in the Navy myself in World War II, and we have two Navy sons,
Lt. Commander Jorge de la Garza and Lieutant Michael de la Garza, I really felt
privileged and honored as I watched Lucille part the ropes that sent the. champagne
bot tIe crashjng against VIC'IOIlIOUS' bow. No ship, of course, is useful without
a highly trained and motivated crew to serve in her. VIC'IOIlIOUS will have such
a crew and in my part of the ceremony I presented to the ship a Bible especially
inscribed, "To the spiritual well-being of the crew of the USIIS VIC'IOIlIOOS on the
occasion of her launching." I also presented to the prospective Master of the ship
a chronometer--a timekeeping device--taken from a Navy ship of long ago. Both of
these gifts will remain with the newest ·addition to the fleet so long as she remains
in service.
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VISlTOIlS nOlI 1lOIIE. Hon Mark Crawford, Mayor of Ingleside; Mr Robert Berger and
Mr and Mrs Frank Smith, all of McAllen; Mr Glenn Drachenberg and Hattie Fojtik,
both of Sinton.
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